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Ahmed Mansoor
The Last Human Rights
Defender in the UAE

Editorial

Ahmed Mansoor Al Shehhi (=il ygsaio 2a1) is a poet.
A family man. A social media activist. And since May 2018,
a prisoner of conscience in the United Arab Emirates.

Mansoor is currently serving a 10 year prison sentence for
his online activities - specifically, for ‘promoting false and
shaded information’ and ‘serving agendas aimed at spreading
hatred and sectarianism’. We are republishing the 3,159
most recent posts from his Twitter feed, @Ahmed_Mansoor,
in parallel with a machine translation into English, to

give the reader an opportunity to assess the credibility of

the accusations. @Ahmed_Mansoor has 16.8K followers,

and has been silent since his arrest.

The tweets are accompanied by a selection of Mansoor’s
poetry in Arabic from his 2007 collection ‘Beyond the Failure’,
together with new English translations.

Broader context is provided by the transcript of an
interview with Mansoor, conducted and filmed by

Manu Luksch in May 2016, and first published in the journal
‘Surveillance & Society’. Images and photographic
documentation are from the international campaign

to #FreeAhmed.

A publication by Manu Luksch, Mukul Patel and Jack Wolf, 2019.
Designed by Lorenz Klingebiel.
Photographers and some translators have chosen to remain anonymous.

Supported by denkbar projektentwicklungs gmbh

London, UK.



Beyond the Failure

In 2007, Ahmed Mansoor published a collection of his
poetry in Arabic entitled ‘Beyond the Failure'. Some

of these poems have been translated into English and are
included here.

Happening
He didn’t finish the whole glass
If he had and had left the table
the sky outside would have rained
How would he have crossed the street
when he had forgotten his umbrella
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Time does not gore my wounds anymore
For I have no wound and there is no such thing as time
And no consolation
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They've gone
And1am leftalone

Poking about in the ashtray
Trying to find a pulse*

What are all those stars for?

And the night

And the clouds

And the sky erected like a tent in the desert

Ina place like this
Everything is
Luxury*
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Like a celestial body we burned bright
And went out like a jellyfish
Just for you
All these waves hidden like a wreath or a bomb
Just for you
Ablend of the spirit and annihilation
Just for you
The entire
Cemetery*
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Heart
A deep bow to you
You, the heart that died twice
and never grew jaded
Another bow
to what approaches with its dagger
From the horizon
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The flower of the door

This morning I greeted the flower at the door by lifting my hat
She surprised me
leaning softly,
when my lover passed by
in the evening
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Longing
The love we buried together
we've lost its location

so we dug the whole desert
‘when we felt the first prick

of nostalgia
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Love
Ifell in love with you
without any regret directed at you or the grave
1fell in love with you
but
Iforgot the shoes in the dream
and the keys
in the coffin
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Another Love

‘When will you come?

My insides froze on the barrow
and the coat melted in the wind

Iblew the whistle
Inodded with my heart one million times
and one million times the galaxy fell
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How did you not see me
As if [ were hiding behind a mountain
And how did I see you then

Passing in a distance of two leagues
Curving the moon with a gaze

And pulling the stars

To the field

But you
Did not come

All that is
A hair from your braid
Fellinto the dream
And I found it

Finally

Final Choice

I'have no other means now

but a tight-lipped silence in the square and through corridors
since I have tried everything

screams, chants, signboards

obstructing roads

and lying on the ground in front of the queues

Cutting through the procession with eggs, tomatoes, and
blazing tires

Hurling burning bottles and stones

Stripped naked in front of the public
Carving statements in the flesh

Walking masked in front of cameras

Dressed in shackles

Tied and chained to garden fences

Swallowing rusty razor blades and splintered glass
Hacking off fingers with a machete

and hanging myself from the lampposts

Dousing the body with kerosene

and setting it aflame

Ihave tried all this, but you didn’t even turn to look
This time, I swear
1won’t utter a word, or move
Twill stay the way Iam
until you turn to look
or until I am petrified
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* Translated by Tony Calderbank

The UK-UAE Relationship

The UK-UAE relationship is deep, and there should be

to rai ns through channels
as well as i Emirati i and

sponsorship is omnipresent in the UK across sports, culture,
and infrastructure - London boasts the Emirates Stadium

and the Emirates Air Line cable car across the Thames, and
Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital has received a £60m
donation. Manchester is another hub of UAE investment, most
visibly in the purchase of Manchester City Football Club by
Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, deputy prime minister
of Abu Dhabi.

Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch had already
petitioned the City Council of Manchester and the Football
Club in 2016 over human rights abuses in the UAE. But
although Manchester takes pride in its history of progressive
politics, neither the Council nor the Football Club responded
to the petition. Was the disappearance of UAE activists just too
far away from the football terraces to be of concern?

Sheikh Mansour describes his purchase of the Club as part of
a ‘strategy to hold a wide portfolio of business investments’.
Another of his billion-pound projects in Manchester is a joint
venture with the Council to redevelop the impoverished East
of the city. This development of former public land has been
negotiated so that there is no requirement to build ‘affordable
housing’. Instead, it will become another luxury district. How
is this even permitted?

It turns out that the British government is complicit in such
dealing at the highest levels. The UAE enjoys privileged
access to Britain’s political elite and prime land, thanks to an

brokered in 2013 Project Falcon) by
Tony Blair, who controversially was on the Emirates’ payroll
while also acting as ‘peace envoy’ of the Quartet on the Middle
East. The UAE has also been putting pressure on the UK to
‘reign in’ the BBC, whose coverage of the region irritates the
Sheikhdom. Then there are the lucrative defence contracts.
The UK-UAE relationship is so ‘special’ that, as UK ambassador
to the UAE, Dominic Jermey even referred to London as the
“Eighth Emirate’.

The UAE is the fantasy frontier where hi-tech dreams of smart
cities and a frictionless economy are being realised. Its glass
towers appear to have risen out of the sand almost overnight
~ fully formed, weightless, pointing to the future. But its also
aheredi i lacking free speech, and
an independent judiciary. Citizens of the UAE have none of
the freedoms that Western beneficiaries of its wealth would
expect for themselves in their own countries.

It has become clear that the terms of the UK-UAE relationship
are such that neither the UK government nor commercial
partners will raise the issue of UAE human rights abuses. It

is just not worth the possible loss of investment. Once

the Million Dollar Dissident, Ahmed Mansoor has become
the Billion Dollar Dissident - that's how much an untroubled
relationship with the UAE is worth to the UK.

UK ambassador to

the UAE Dominic Jermey
referred to London

as the ‘Eighth Emirate’.

‘Above: Nantes, France. Below: Emirates A Line, London, UK.

Timeline

2011
The UAE Five

The Arab Spring. As telecommunication engineer and blogger,
Ahmed Mansoor facilitates an online discussion forum
together with other activists, later known as the UAE Five.
After signing a petition in favour of an elected parliament,
Mansoor is arrested and convicted for ‘insults to the nation’s
leadership’. International pressure leads to his release,

but he loses his passport and right to employment.

2015
The 'Nobel Prize for Human Rights'

Mansoor is awarded the Martin Ennals Award for Human
Rights Defenders. The jury statement reads:

‘Mr Mansoor is one of the few voices within the United Arab
Emirates who provides a credible independent assessment
of human rights developments. He regularly raises concerns
on arbitrary detention, torture, international standards for fair
trials, non-independence of the judiciary and domestic laws
that violate international law. He has faced repeated intimi-
dation and harassment, including imprisonment in 2011 after
being convicted of “insulting officials” and sentenced to three
years in prison, although he was released after eight months.
Since being jailed in 2011, he has been denied a passport and
banned from travelling’

2016

The Million Dollar Dissident
Mansoor’s iPhone is targeted by expensive ‘lawful-intercept’
spyware developed by the Israel-based NSO Group. (Mansoor
had been the target of several prior electronic attacks).
Areport by The Citizen Lab, University of Toronto questions
the lack of accountability and regulation of sales of spyware
developed in democracies to countries with records of
serious human rights violations.

2017, March 20

The Last Emirati Human Rights
Activist

Mansoor is once again detained on the orders of The Public
Prosecution for Cybercrimes, on charges of ‘promoting false
and shaded information through the Internet and serving
agendas aimed at spreading hatred and sectarianism on social
media’ (Emirates News Agency). He is taken from his home

in Ajman to the Central Prison in Abu Dhabi.

2018, May
10 Years for a Tweet

The court sentences Ahmed Mansoor to 10 years in prison and
afine of 1 million Emirati Dirham, and orders him be placed
under surveillance for three years after his release. An appeal
is turned down on December 31st.



The Last Human Rights Defender
in the United Arab Emirates

An Interview with Ahmed Mansoor by Manu Luksch, May 2016

‘Manu Luksch: Would you tell us  lttle bit about
yourself? Where did you grow up?
Twas b

Emirate called Ras al-Khaimah, before the foundation of
the UAE. I grew up in that village, between the sea and the
e :

Atthati toacity like Dubai was a tself
‘There was no easy transportation, or even electricity. The first
e Iwent to a demonstration 1 was in primary school -
were demanding electricity to be brought to our village. Later,
Imoved to a different cty for college and after that 1 went
my i

' Icame back t
the UAE in the year 2000; since then I've lived in Dubai, and
2008 became a citizen of Dubai. (The UAE has different
passports for different Emirates; I had to change my passport
from Ras al-Khaimah because I'd been living in Dubai fora
long time)Throughout this history I was involved in so many

i -rd

almost allthe newspapers in the UAE about literature and
and later I published a
That's when thevaue of feedomof expression became of
 and I started.

‘human rights, driven by the great respect that I have for
freedom of expression.

move forward to the time around 2011. Could

You describe the atmosphere?

2011 was a turning point in the history of the UAE. What
happened after 2011
before. It a remarkable history. Of course, the reason is the
Arab Spring that started toward the end of 2010, We'd seen

themselves. We were really doing this as a group of citizens,
notas a cosmopolitan city. [.] Emiratis make up 10% of the
total population of the UAE. [There was

ers i the country would promote our freedom, because the

were moving toward a narrowing of freedom of expression,

o . " ‘
and 1, along with a few individuals, established an online
discussion forum,

¢ that time, the forums were flourishing, but the

tolerance. We established this online discussion forum called

something really different and promote freedom of expression
toan extent that [others could] not, because of their own
b

that they worked in, because of their orientation, because
of many other reasons. We opened the site for alltypes of
discussions - political,religious, cultural, social... We had
some parts that talked about music, and even the ruling

System in UAE and adjacent countries. We even translated

unconstitutional, so 1 called ita quasi-election - and that

further. They are putting all kinds of lattering statements

had UAEin With my otherfour  in the speeches of the political figures of the country. [But]
i ished here because: never 3
We “UAE Five'. One of us, why
allowed peopl i P ity D Nasserbin haith, - dort o nlve us i th ol deciionmaking process
i - people who i in soli . to future
were wiiting, had hs b f regard to don't you get us involved in knowing how.
people, and they were all Egypt, and some other political opinions. e wealth oftis country s distributed,why don'twe [havel
. h hortl y isreally
after that the site became the focus of alot of people. D
‘What was discussed on the UAEHewar forum? rienced in 2011). We started for the first y
i i rted et you will hear a response saying that we are not ready for
whois that. So y , but not to]
mm.oumgmmumy,u.y]wum.y.eﬂmm,l Jandwhat  on the lslamists We' tor
» y moti . Ifyougo r
and all his kind of rep-
X bout hts, ..] religion was ) 3
discussed. Infact the frst thread on by 3 And X
an atheist who was challenging some of the Islamists. This was asking - why has UAE taken [these] steps? Do we have a b leg-

launched the site.

threat in UAE? And the answeris -
e bigest group of people tageted by the UAE

but the country.
to our country. S0 you suddenly become, from a marvellous

authorities, - who inks to the X
you couldsay,n discussions. And people werespreading dis-  Muslim Brotherhood's ntelectual belifs which they donot  would represent youcortetl, and hindering development.
il through Blackberry M a  deny- in 1974, few

We live that kind of contradiction. From the outside you see

and close monitoring of the site and resulted in blocking of

throughout those years. The Jate Sheikh Rashid,who was

tiful build
glittering windows on the highest skyscraper on Earth, but

stof oneof Sheikh when it comes to values [without which] no nation can sustain
they called it the i [}
tell you, there’s asystem ssue, thessite is not loading. Thave  Reform and security of the country. How would a critical view on the poli
Icould theyd that V.Infactitwasworking  ical system be a threat to the existence of this country, or to its
level [...so] ign ints
Lasked people to Duriny king for a ch
write the IP address directly and they were able to reach the  of the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt, and to some exten the political system and collapse the whole country?
te. But th months after that, S0 from one side you see something beautiful, material-

through the court, but then we reach 2011 and I was arreste.
But before the artest we were very active,lots ofinel-
lectual people [vere]thinking alot about what was happening

been] asking for real political representation through the
parliament - the Federal National Council (FNC) - which is
d

purely consultative body and does not have any legislative or
regulatory authority. In 2006, the president of UAE thought of
improving that situation by . electing some of its members.
Hand-picked people would elect hlf the members without
really adding any authority to the parliament. We gave it the
benefitof the doubt. 1 was also one of those candidates, who.
wanted to show ... willingness to accept gradual improve-
‘ment. In 2011 there was supposed to be another election, also.
by some hand-picked people, o elect some members of th
ENC without adding any authority to the work they could do.

Your citizenship
could be revoked -
and that is a real
death, equivalent to
the death penalty

up with the ‘31d of March Petition’, directed to the president
‘and the other six rulers of the UAE, urging them to make

istic - basically, freedom as you expressed, but actual freedom
s not there. Now they've put an arsenal of laws and regula-
ions|.

‘There'sa long st of punishmentsthat would deter anyboy.
You could lose your job, get] a tavel ban, not ge scholarships

could be revoked - and that is a real death, that's equivalent to
adeath penalty. Physically you exist within the space that you
occupy, but you have no other means to even identify yourself,

are there - and they are doing this even to children, some not
even in primary school yet - their itizenship was revoked

many are spending the best of their lives behind bars, for no
‘good reason really, and [going] through serious ll treatment,
torture, psychologically and physically. It i the basic unit of

been targeted] have families. Who will pay for their living

empowered by actions
on them. They are totally different to those guys in Egypt,

pes passion take
place if the kids are unable even to touch their father because

| But they. inj
elected. i i y 1
in the world le modelsa fewdays  any situation is, you need to start from the ail,because that is
regalatory power. in2012. And
petiti b hs. And I h
authorites, defend and promote it in mine,
terational we saw me in 2011 wasa the one I've been to, and I can tell you how awful those jals
i » i buttheywere  are. i putin thei
inTu d Egypr, Many of the the lemented. I how,so that
[had been] thrown out basically, so that brought everybody Alotof th 1 they can use it in the propaganda. But there’s »
We weren' P
wasappeing i the At Spring s much s by the decrce I
issued February 2011 th the UAE. ] a o
y would lead the his di
NG What we intothe region,and now we'etlking about cars without even
parliament. new adriver,
power, during the Arab: ituti that was dealt with harshly, because the
Y the
for ! 1and I policy of the UAE
¥ d i Musi
3 avery But the UAE. Yes, b i  they will not
thath but 1 don's allowit
focusing on. initiators. i bl

reasons as well -
‘many years in defending human rights [and|] had some very

[because] you
instead of stronger unity

people to do the things that they have to doand to enjoy their

human UAE i now seen in the region to be the country thatis  lives as well. At the moment that balance s not there atal,
the dia and also the UN. i di Arabi dyou, the
authorities] were trying to prepare the nation formy artest. s now seen like that.. All the ,the
it woul a o hoping fora with by Saudi Arabiaand  freedoms, b i, politeal partcipat
to ; -
ideos; they dedicated intemet it 3
[about mel; they made up stories every day and started to s UAE, and Saudi Arabia second. 2is seen ight

spread information by Blackberry Messenger, by Facebook, by

now as a force that is going against the hope of the people in

d
Ifollowalittle bit what the Smart Dubai initiative

Twitterata later stage - and then radio, TV,

volved.
y livein. Thereisa § "
P here )
1 as going to happen 2 give them freedom. But freedom is the core ‘s
501100k copies of these threats to my lawyer in the hope that it (thave
gal actio 1 anything else.You could lose everything else - there is no . Dubai wants to make sure it the ‘happiest city’ by

us, and none of these cases were accepted by the authorities.
" -

hts,and thi
what we lack n the region and, of course, in the UAE.

in abroad at Smart City expos..

March Petition?
‘When | was arrested on April 8th 2011, they did not attribute

see that the UAE has exceptional material wealth

and the ruler of Dubai has a vision - that is something that

Thave in the very early

3 president, education, - unlike ot} Stages of the Internet. He has this view and he implemented it,
Crown the i Py Dubai's experi-
t You » [..J-Yes, UAE offers free  ence. So they are really ahead of everybody else in the region
by monitoring [UAEHewar.net], the authorities managed schools for it d i jies, bringi
pinpointed d d pts. P
the fact that the youth and lised, and the level of contribution
h hts. [also] the 2011 a5

election for parliament because I seriously believed it was

, and they
d devel

believe that![.]the country is goi

S0

somebody else s going to do the thinking for you and youllbe  and wouldn't s us outside. Initally the  exist. S ;,and to this day |
i icipatic But basically ifi

to give credit v nobody the changed Good Conduct.
who has lots of good ideas that would benefit the region and ‘treally I've
the people. H ic/busi by my
‘model that has been put onto Dubai has been based on real g theright s 1
estate, which is why in 2008, 2009, during the time to talk, Idon't know what iy emails b
itwas greatly affected. reasons. i il threats ing with me. [

the one hand, e-services and ‘smart city initi from outside download all of my emails,

atives'

. ‘ither you open
the doorand '

me, butalso the victims who were talking to me about their
bl a

are not really
theother,i

‘your health indices, to where you go, or with whom
You communicate, s protected. And of course in
some fields more transparency is to be welcomed,

forhelp.

him and our request,

person, who's doing

away from the butnot the court -

block outside. So we left, we just opened the door and walked

transparent, because every step you take with the
smartphone in your pocket is fully documented, as
GPS traces, or as communications, or transactions.

Ithink this ‘Smart City’ concept and the consequences that

until the end. So over the course of maybe three months, we

y of the country. Vet if |
amtaken t jal 1 will be reted ss a person who s threatening
the security of the country, threatening the unity of the
society, and Il be dealt with in the special court and given

wouldn't go to cout.

the court, we refused, and then in the last 16 days
hunger strike, all five of us.

human rights.
as human rights activists and defenders in the UAE. We are not

opened to the publ

‘geographical location or city.

They saw

your ights, they will be preserved through the judiciary
2 H

n courts - basically,
some lawyers who were appointed by citizens who wanted

when you i i judicial rt, and showed
i control of ‘The human
h fthing
with protection as an individual. You wouldn't be able, for A
i h inued until the
of we don't Very last date. On the verdict date, the phones were switched
havea right off we could not call our families and
“Smart City’ demo- h
there, from
counte. ke anywhere s nthe world,an ndividal inthe 10 e year, nd that vy body e wassntenced o o

but, especially
political activities or human rights acti

s, you will have to

the next day the
and we were released on presidential pardon.

weare very

The impact of a smart

city arrangement is different
in a non-democratic
country. We would suffer
alot more.

basically.E tof the a, likeall
regular inthe )
the t d don. told b v
itself, i inh s Oh yes, my.
the tower and they can 0 ! stories, now I havemy  and advocacy of human rights. Because of my international
“This s even ith smartphones,the Twas imme- reach, also help people who are voiceless in this country to
1 hundred appli [.Jm oy, to vo
2001 theairtoall by the way). face, i
dit i because . because:
as : ituations. 1
acknowledged by the Blackberry company. The UAE author Th e Islamist using media that 1 h
control, human domotlookit e ' of course,
1 Tconsider the the victims
" Blackberry  human beings. 1 Tome
was the most secure communications tool back then. But they are human beings,whether theyare crminals, whether  thing that ' trying o preserve despitel ll te government
people didn't run [th ] , heists...1do
[..]Th l 1 y
y d whether these to monitor our activities, chats, even movements. 've been
theactivities, and we were violated physically
did happen actually in the UAE. tarted tas T hinders
Inthe region i g
adding extra protecti v b th untilin Sept 2012, 1 1
For example, University. Id started Iwanted  the count
called tworstp verificaton, where thy send you, for xample, tofote my human ights nterest academially. Uhad tostop 1o not have a pastport. Beyond that, ' ona travel banas
acode. » ¥ Lin P jail, and the well, 501 cannot even use my ID to travel in the neighbouring
ythis isa ] Councill. D
dif and cards in the region, but I'm on  blacklist, so even f  had my
codelthey cou e o ogin oy el Threis 1o passport,
respect rally for the aclear g with portray
case of McCarthyism, they cople itselfas ot

that technology brings in. You are monitored 247, basically

put the pl

the country. They spared
h di

you're not

t
(o expres ur views and opnions o execie] o legiimate
human rights.

active o Twittr,you're not active on Facebook, you'e not y One day, i ‘The kind of human rights breaches in the UAE that
communicating with anybody else, so probably you're sleep-  the ‘add and drop’ are well ion si
g University, a asked . not Emis

Returning to your personal story, what if1was Ahmed M: handto Right,laby InUAE, 1006, the subject

happened after UAEHewar was taken down shake; he spat 1 isati

and you were a leg.  labourrights.
After we signed [the 3rd March] petition, and after the When  gained my balance and trid to rumafer him he ton alotin improving slightly the situation of the labourers and

ivi that was i
Iwas arrested on gate and he

2011.In general, here, when you are taken [into] jail, youare  inside without saying anything else bein reality. We hoped that the sponsorship system would
exposed to a very humiliating body search, where you have to A weeklater, I was attacked again at the University, ished, e
getrid of all of your clothes and mkuummmmem up this time by a huge guy [..] the back of d b
and down on both ur body But thi t
while you are naked. I [was made to do] iine Dubstand the head, without saying anything. I started to scream and isalso mot available o the itzens, so we share with them the
unfortunately also habi. I spent asin Iot insid same ssues. theliving
overall 11¢: days hereand dwh h Itwas  conditions of the labe d
nine days in Abu Dhabi, in the public jail. standards, but they are not implemented in reality in many

on against us, and we were mistreated in the jail as a group.

quick, but they were severe punches to the head. When I was
d i th

toimprove in this area, due to the large number of blue collar

short, muscly guy jumped in front of me from behind the
T

We were isolated in many aspects fro the inmates, I workersin limited number of
i d th 3 ¥ - In both, 2 we see some
s wel g et with e still
the mu (3hen 1 was admittd n, one of the careless police the police, but of course nothing happened. minimum requirements. So we still have all these issues, yet
clothes; against me, we have has started to
itand told me, ‘you tinued. Now the major i In 2013,
things'. 1 b from my 2 pay salaries. To
because e y overcome that,
rience, 1did not know how things h il. A few days me: i
after that, I felt my. I started to get spots on Ihadtolive g0 through, and if you don't pay salaries, it raises an alarm.

the waist and lower part of my body. The spots became larger
and black, o1 stared to complain. And then the cell that I was
D

fora few years, and it disappeared from my bank account

with the Ministry of Labour and they block any transactions

pany. That helped a lot. After that, they passed

almost USD 140,000.1

in was very, very dirty and

April it was OK, but afterward
how bad

y
a my account. I told them

peopl
time from 1pm till 3pm or apm, and that allow labourers to

desert could be. During my stay there, one guy passed away
inside one of those cells, probably because of the heat, mainly.

fraud. My bankis in Abu Dhabi; the transaction took place
in Abu Dhabi and I was living in Duba at that time. The next

ban, if they spend
aminimum of 6 months on their existing contracts. So there

y - @ bedone,
X " quel.1
We were taken back and forth for interrogation about the chequebook - there,  of freedom of exp »
online discussion forum [and] what had been written there, there were i P but that it
g y 1
talk to us about our case. There was a huge campaign running told them printing (according
jail - almost ' case,and make] peopl
8 months - in all the government media. Not only that, but Abu Dhabil. use]
When taxi driver honked at me telling me  on individuals, there are political trials - these are the
and because I hurt » tyres, 50 i i

their feclings' by criti P had beer i bothyres  international community. We neverexpected the UAE o have
and so on... well, 1 didn't do anything of that. I can criticise: so1 h a be in that

auybody politically, 1 have the right to do so, and I till do

fixed them and had my brother-in-law, who was with me, it

spot, but if search about human rights in the UAE, this is what

that, b d we didn't Thenlwentto  you will get. And when you talk about torture and when you
v allow people-we  the poll Dubai. you e e
focus on Afterwards, | labin law- humanity. Ifits
Abu Dhabi i

e
‘personal things. But anyhow, during our time injail we were
he libr

i\

weren't bl

mine or not. They

with the outside world like everybody else, and we were

humanit This
. unfortunately, today. I
really be a great country, it could be the candle in a rather
dark region. But why are we not respecting Emiratis? Why
are human rights and freedom of expression and opinion not
respected? They do not really constitute any danger to this
country. You cannot have just one part of the equation. If you
want to be a modern, progressive city, then human rights is
acorevalue...
S0 even for you it's a mystery why existing power
structures aren place.
I've voiced my political view on TV and in my writings...If it
was up to me, I think the best political structure for the UAE
would be to move from this federation concept - because it
@ indrance, n obstace gt now o0 many things —3nd
like the
where the ruling family owns but does not lully run the
country. That's probably the trend that everybody's going o
follow] J. And unfortunatel
PP the
struggle to reach that state, to gain our freedom, because we
relaxed for quite a long time while we were supposed to insist
on those values being implemented, those freedoms being.
respected. We should have made sure that legal and social
‘guarantees were in place to foster these kinds of principles.
have to do quite  lot of work, and a lot of it
retroactively, unfortunately.
‘The UAE is living in the worst time of ts history in
I. i 3
for justice, for participation in the development of the country.
We have a need for a system that considers us equal individ
Is1i i d

isolated in the visiting area. been forged, a
g that Icouldn't  the cheque had it p
get medical treatment, Afte that skin disease I also got was stapled together a that L
scabies, where my whole body became itchy toUAE law, ) toth be Ministry for
able to sleep, day or night. Id write letter after letter [asking] day, I didn't, and the courtdid not help me.
Inthe doubts. 1 had of fuss about it in the media, n the international media as
“he’s on leave’, and then after h one track, moving

offleave, they told me ‘you'll be secing him’. 1 kept group. Three weeks January 231d 1 had o go to forward, and we're moving backward, moving fast in the other
afterall th in Abu Dhabi again to give my feedback direction as well. s the darkest era for the UAE - we've never
because ! : 1p y parking lot of ,which b i
day and night. 1 than d f
e monthe, wl managed 1o v dotr —ch genersl Ifinished my session, | went out and my car wasn't there.

it i  Vanished: o1 caseof
out easily that 1 he had to send me right I d that car was worth around USD 60,000, 5o P'm
for medical isolation. youjust had h. And

todoit - but that was the most difficult thing that happened
to me health-wise. Also throughout this period, they were

till today, they've refused to give me the police report so that
can claim my car from the insurers. | went through the court;
iy

havea jail. Td spend 10 days hereand  and they’
then suddeay they d come to me n the middle of the night or  but they can' Iocatehim because he gave them a wrong ID,
“you're going. fak

different cell" And
of us had to be in different blocks, so that we didn't have that
psychological stability.
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and » 3
that he'd be given one year imprisonment, and deported after-
wards. On the civil side, the bank is responsible, according to
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UAEL ¥ money back. However

gotto the trial, we' dividual
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